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III. Some farther OkferVations relating to ilk jinfc 
gutties and Natural Hifiory of Ireland. In a 
Letter from the late Mr. Edw; Lhwyd, IQeeferof 
the Afliraolean Mufeum in* Oxford, to Dr. 
Tancred Itobinfon, F. GJ. S\ 

'Penfaasy in Cornwall, Aug. »$, 1700* 
Homured ' Sir, 

E OR. Antiquities, Ireland affords no great variety^ 
at.leaft it was not our fortune to be much divert- 
ed that way* I have in divers Parts of the Kingdom 
packed up about 20 or 30 Irijh ManUfcripts on Parch* 
merit : But the Ignorance of their Griricks is fucb, tnU 
tho' f consulted the chiefeft of them, as Fla6ertf(Authos 
of the Ogygta) and fcveral others/ they could, fcarce 
interpret one. Page of all ray ManUfcripts-} and this is 
occasioned by the want of a Dictionary, which it feems 
noise of their? Nation ever took the trouble to cornpoJte. 
I was informed (but how truly I know not)' they have 
lately printed one at. the 'Irijfo College in Lovai»$ which) 
if I could - -procure, ,1 (hould not defpair of being in a- 
ihort time able myfelf to underftand thefe Manufcripts; 
tha many of them being but i^figniffcant Romances, it 
would . ftarce quit the Pains. What T mo& value a- 
mongft them are their old Laws, which might give 
feme iiight to the Curious as to many of their Natio* 
ml GuiloHis-f.-.and feme of their old Poems: But al^are 
©i ufe to any that would compofe a Dictionary of their 
"Language 5 which was anciently (considering the nar» 
rownefs ofi their. Knowledge as so Arts and. Sciences) 
dBubdeisLvery, sogiaus*, 
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T Cm no Coins found there, bat the Roman Gold 
Coin of Vakntiman jutu formerly mentioned 5 feveral 
of our old Englifh fince the Conqueft 3, and one caft 
Brafs Piece infcribed with Rumc Letters* which I take 
m bate been a Danifb Amulet. 

Several of our old Brittih Monuments, called Kaer, 
Kant j Cromlech, &c. we met with * and found that they 
diftinguiflied them by the fameNames> 

What were peculiar to thetnfelvesj were their high 
roarid Towers for Belfreys 5 their round Entrenchments, 
commonly called Danes Kathes; and the Elf-Arrow 
Heads of Flint* 

About Skgo and Bali Stanj we had good (occefe as 
to Figur'd Stones 5. where we met with variety oiAjlto* 
fodU and Aftrorrbtz*, or Modioli, not yet figured or de- 
fcribed, together with other Curiofrties in that kind^ 
all which (together with the Manufcripts) I have long 
fince fent to Oxford. 

In the fame Neighbourhood, on the Mountains of Ben 
S i)l ben and Ben Budget,, we met with a Number of the 
rare Mountain Pdants of England and Wales* and three 
or four not yetsdifcover'd in Britain. Mr. HsatonhCha* 
vtsdrjs Alpina is acommon Plant on thofc Hills, as alfo 
on divers other Mountains and Heathy Grounds in G>«« 
ndcM and Munfier. 

In the Ifle of Aran(^ztQallifwaf) we found great 
plenty of the AManthnm vemrn, and a fort of matted 
Campion ■■« with a white Flower, which I bewail the 
fcofsof 3 for an imperfect Sprig of it was only brought* 
me 5 and I waked afterwards in Rain almoft a whole 
Week for fair Weather, to have gone in qaeft of ih 

la m-oftof the Mountains of Galtowapand A%^grow« 
an^elegant fort; of Heath, baaring large Thyme- leaves, 
a Spifce of fair purple Flowers like fome Campamld? and 
vifeous Stalks. . Lknow not whethex it ba. any. thing 
jelated-'-to the Ci#iX<«^#'^ 
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In the fame Places Pinguicula fiore cameo mimre is a 
common Plant, and a fore of Ros Solis, which I take to 
be undefcribed. 

Sedum ferratum folus pediculk oblongis infidentibus is 
exceeding common on all the Mountainous Tra&s of 
Mayo, Galloway > and Keri. 

On the Mountains of Keri, Sanicula guttata grows in 
abundance; together with fome other rare Plants, as the 
Arbutus. Cotyledon hirfttta. Cirfium humile montanum Cy~ 
mgloffi folio folyanthemum R. Syn. Alcbimilla Alpna pen* 
tafhyllos* Sanicula aizoider inter guttatam & Sedum /er- 
ratum ambigens. Veronica procumbens maxima, anN.D? 
&c But the Tories frustrated our Curioficy here, tho J 
flo where elfe in the Kingdom. 

Pentaphylloides fruticofa we found. plentifully amongft 
Lime-Stone Rocks on -the Banks of Loch Gib in the 
County of Calloway $ and Dr, Merret's Vaccinia rubra 
foliis Myrtinis crifpis (a very beautiful Plant) we found 
to be no rarity in this Kingdom. 

We have preferved of all thefe, and fbme more I 
have not time to mention ; a* alio of fuch Marine Plants 
as had not pccUr'din Wales, 

We met with fome Marine Animals of the Exanguious 
kind, that were Strangers to us 5 and have preferved by 
Figures and dried Paterns what we could.—- I am, 

Honoured Sir t 

Tour Obedient hnmble Servant t 

£. LHWYD. 



IV. An 



